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ARCHITECTURE AND GARDENS 

 

(All answers are worth ONE mark each, unless otherwise stated.) 

 

No. Question Answer 

1 
Name the institute that awards 
the Stirling Prize for architecture. 

 

2 
What was the function of a 
hypocaust in Roman buildings?  

 

3 
Name ONE of the founders of 
the National Trust. 

 

4 
Which century are knot gardens 
most associated with? 
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Architecture and Gardens continued 

You are walking around the ruins of a Benedictine monastery. You walk into an area that has 

a sign saying ‘Monastery Gardens’. One of the group says, “The only thing I can see around 

here is green fields. What kind of gardens would the monks have had?”.  

5  

• Describe what you would have expected to see in these kinds of monastery 
gardens. 
 

• In your answer, focus on elements that helped the monks become self-
sufficient. 

 
Give your answer using bullet points. (SIX marks) 
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Architecture and Gardens continued 

You are on a walking tour of a UK town. You pass a church built in a Gothic style. One of the 

group tells you that they saw examples of ‘Romanesque’ architecture in Europe. They ask 

you if you could tell them about the change from Romanesque/Norman architecture to 

Gothic architecture in the United Kingdom. 

 

6 
  

 

• Explain when masons started using Gothic architecture in the UK. 
 

• Name ONE cathedral in the UK where you can see examples of 
Romanesque/Norman architecture; and ONE cathedral where you can see 
examples of Early English Gothic architecture. 
 

• Describe some of the main differences between Romanesque/Norman and 
Early English Gothic architecture. 

 

• Discuss some of the advantages of Gothic architecture compared with 
Romanesque/Norman architecture. 

 
Give your answer using bullet points. (TEN marks) 
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THE ARTS 

 

(All answers are worth ONE mark each, unless otherwise stated.) 

No. Question Answer 

7 
Name the religious plays 
performed by craft guilds in the 
Middle Ages. 

 

8 

Name the film about the death of 
William Shakespeare’s son that 
was nominated for a BAFTA in 
2026. 

 

9 
In which decade was the BBC 
founded?  

 

10 
Name the author who appears 
on the back of a £10 bank note. 
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The Arts continued 

One of your regular clients will visit the United Kingdom again this year. They have sent you 

a message on WhatsApp. They say that they want to go to a well-known festival in the 

United Kingdom. They are not sure what kind of festival they would like to go to. They 

therefore ask you for a suggestion. It could be anything from an arts festival to a music 

festival. 

11  

• Select ONE nationally significant festival in the United Kingdom. 
 

• Briefly describe this festival. 
 
Give your answer using bullet points. (SIX marks) 
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The Arts continued 

You have just finished a visit to a modern art museum with a group of Canadian high-school 

students. You are about to get onto the coach. One of the children comes up to you and 

says: 

“I really enjoyed learning about modern art, but most of the artists and sculptors were not 

from the UK. Can you tell us about a modern artist or sculptor that is well-known throughout 

the United Kingdom? And can you tell me where I could see some of their works?” 

12  

 

• Select ONE painter OR sculptor from the 20th or 21st century from the United 
Kingdom who is nationally significant. 
 

• Give a BRIEF introduction to the person you have chosen. 
 

• Give ONE location where you can see their work and ONE example of their 
work. 

 

• Describe how their life influenced the works they produced. 
 

• Justify why they are nationally significant. 
 
Give your answer using bullet points. (TEN marks) 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

(All answers are worth ONE mark each, unless otherwise stated.) 

No. Question Answer 

13 
What kind of evergreen tree do 
you often find in UK 
graveyards? 

 

14 
In which year was the first 
National Park created in the 
UK? 

 

15 
Name ONE of the UNESCO 
Global Geoparks in the UK. 

 

16 
Name the independent energy 
regulator in Britain. 

 

 

  



   Candidate No……..………….. 
 

16 
Core Knowledge Paper, April 2026 

Geography continued 

You are doing a walking tour of a UK town. You walk past an estate agent’s window. One of 

the group looks in the window to see the prices. He explains that he does not understand 

what two of the words mean: leasehold and freehold. 

17  

 
Explain the main differences between leasehold and freehold in the UK. 
 
Give your answer using bullet points. (FOUR marks) 
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Geography continued 

One of the agencies you work with has received a request from a group of farmers, who are 

thinking about visiting the United Kingdom. They have sent you an email asking you to give 

them some general information about British farming. 

18  

 

• Select ONE COUNTY in the United Kingdom. 
 

• Describe the kind of agriculture that takes place in this COUNTY. 
 

• Explain which factors (for example, environmental, geological and social 
factors) determine the kind of agriculture that is carried out in this COUNTY. 

 

• Discuss how the agriculture in this COUNTY may differ from other areas of 
the United Kingdom. 
 

Give your answer using bullet points. (12 marks) 
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HISTORY 

 

(All answers are worth ONE mark each, unless otherwise stated.) 

No. Question Answer 

19 
In which year did the Act of 
Union with the Kingdom of 
Ireland come into effect? 

 

20 
Name the current Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

 

 

21 
Name the TWO royal leaders 
who were involved in The 
Anarchy. (first names only) 

i) 

 

ii) 

22 

In which town did Christian 
leaders meet in 664 and 
decide to adopt Roman 
customs in the English 
church? 
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History continued 

You are walking past a statue with your group. This statue has two plaques on it. One 

plaque explains the statue’s link to the slave trade. One person in your group asks you what 

the term ‘triangular trade’ means in the description. 

23  

 
Describe the THREE stages of the triangular trade that was used by slave 
traders until the 19th century. 
 
Give your answer using bullet points. (SIX marks) 
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History continued 

You are visiting a museum with a Scandinavian group. In their free time, one of them finds a 

Viking object in one of the displays. He is Danish and is interested in the history of the 

Vikings in Britain. The displays says that the object came from the Danelaw area. He asks 

you, “What was the Danelaw area?”. 

24  

 

• Explain what the Danelaw was. 
 

• Briefly describe the main events that resulted in the Danelaw being created in 
the 9th century. 

 
Give your answer using bullet points. (FOUR marks) 
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History continued 

You are travelling on a coach along the M1 with a group of sociology students from an 

American university. The professor notices how many factories there are in one area that 

you are passing. She asks you whether you can briefly explain how the Industrial Revolution 

started in the United Kingdom. She also wants you to tell the group about the impact that 

the Industrial Revolution had on the lives of working people. 

25 

 

• Give a brief introduction to the start of the Industrial Revolution in the United 
Kingdom. 
 

• Assess the impact that the Industrial Revolution had on the lives of working 
people. 

 
Give your answer using bullet points. (10 marks) 
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History continued 

You are planning a trip to Oxford with a group of English sixth form students, who are 

studying history. Next term they will be studying the Stuart kings and queens from 1660-

1714. Their teacher sends you an email, asking you to prepare a short 5-minute introduction 

to this period for the students. You will present this to them on the way back from Oxford. 

She would like you to include FOUR of the main events that took place in this period, and 

how these events have had a lasting impact on the UK society we live in today. These 

events could be, for example, political, cultural, social and economic events. 

26  

 

• Give a brief introduction to the period 1660 and 1714. 
 

• Describe the FOUR events that you have chosen. 
 

• Justify why you believe that these FOUR events have shaped the UK society 
we live in today. 
 

Give your answer using bullet points. (16 marks) 
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LIFE IN BRITAIN 

 

(All answers are worth ONE mark each, unless otherwise stated.) 

No. Question Answer 

27 
Name the current First Minister 
of Scotland. 

 

28 
Apart from London, name ONE 
area that has a metro mayor. 

 

29 
Name the lowest criminal court 
in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

 

30 
Which courts make decisions 
based on the balance of 
probability? 

 

31 
Name the official royal 
residence of King Charles 3rd in 
Northern Ireland. 

 

32 
In which year did the British 
royal family adopt the name 
‘House of Windsor’?  

 

33 

Which nationality represents 
21% of EU-born residents in 
the UK, according to the 2021 
Census? 
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34 
Name the public exams that 
most English schoolchildren 
take at the age of 16. 

 

35 

What are the maximum 
undergraduate tuition fees for 
English and Welsh students for 
the 2025/2026 academic year? 
[answers within £100 either 
way allowed] 
 

 

36 
Name the service used to apply 
for undergraduate courses at 
UK universities and colleges. 

 

37 
In which year was the NHS 
established? 

 

38 

How much is the standard 
prescription charge in England?  
[answers within 50p either way 
allowed]  

 

39 
Who is the current Chancellor 
of the Exchequer? 

 

40 
Name the body responsible for 
setting the official interest rate 
in the United Kingdom. 

 

41 
In which UK city will the 2026 
Commonwealth Games be 
held? 

 

 

42 
Name the racecourse in 
Liverpool, where the Grand 
National is held. 
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43 
Which consumer organisation 
promotes traditional beer and 
local pubs? 

 

44 
Name a food in the United 
Kingdom that has a PDO. 

 

45 
How many members of NATO 
are there? 

 

46 
Name the Head of the UK 
Armed Forces. 

 

 

 

 

END OF EXAMINATION 
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If more space is required for a longer answer question, continue on the 

pages here clearly marking the question number. 
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